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ltaly. 

Maria Laura Franciosi, Journalist 

Degree in Political Science, Rome University, Master in lnternational 

Relations at London School of Economics. She is a founding member of the 

Brussels Europe Press Club and a honorary member of its Board of 

Directors she is also honorary president of J@YS (Journalists at Your 

Service). Author of many articles on economic, political, social and 

environmental subjects, she has also written books on language teaching 

and sociolinguistics. 

Massimo Bongiovanni, Vice President ANCC/COOP 

Degree in Political Science. He enters the ltalian cooperation in 1982, 

taking various positions over time. In 2011 he was appointed president of 

the Association of Consumer Cooperatives of the Adriatic District, a 

position he still holds today. 

In 2015 he was appointed vice president of the national association of 

consumer cooperatives. He is President of Consumer Publishing, the 

cooperative that publishes the magazine "Consumer" for members of 

cooperatives. He also held various positions as a director, including Coop 

Duncan Bowdler, President of Euro Coop 

Board member and President of Euro Coop, Board member of 

Cooperatives Europe, expert on Euro Coop Working Groups on Food 

and Environment. His responsibilities have included: monitoring, 

lobbying and advising on how retail trading legislation affects Co

operative Societies across their food, funerals, pharmacy and 

property businesses; setting up and maintaining governance 

arrangements for the Co-operative buying groups and setting up the 

Co-operative Group Social Accountability Programme. 

Despina Spanou, Director for Consumer Affairs at the Directorate

General for Justice and Consumers 

Ms. Spanou heads a department of six Units in charge of consumer law 

and policy including consumer markets, redress and enforcement, as 

well as consumers' safety. Previously she served as Principal Adviser 

the Directorate-General for Health and Consumers and was responsible 

for reshaping the DG's communication department and policy. She also 



oversaw two self-regulation bodies as chair of the Alcohol and Health 

Platform for action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health. 

Forum as well as the 

studies. 

MEP Paolo De Castro, MEP Group of the Progressive Alliance of 

Socialists and Democrats 

ltalian politician and former ltalian Minister of Agriculture, Food and 

Forestry Policies. In 2009 he was elected to the European 

Parliament, and currently serves as chair of the parliament's 

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development. He has also 

served as professor of Agricultura! Economics at the Veterinary 

Medicine University of Bologna. 

MP Maria Chiara Gadda, member of the Democratic Party 

Maria Chiara Gadda graduated in Management Engineering and was 

employed in a prívate company. Once elected to the XVII Legislature 

of the ltalian Republic in the District of Lombardy, she presented a bill 

for the protection of workers and the emergence of illegal labor in 

farms seized and confiscated from organized crime. She is currently a 

member of the Democratic Party. 

Signe Didde Frese, Head of CSR at Coop Denmark 

Sustainability expert working as a Head of CSR at Coop Denmark 

since 2010. She has previously worked at the Ministry of climate and 

energy andas sustainability officer at World Wide fund for Nature in 

Copenhagen. She has an academic background as an environmental 

planner and a degree in lnternational Relations and development 

Carmen Redondo, Consumer Department Manager at HISPACOOP 

She represents HISPACOOP, as a consumer organisation in front of 

European and national institutions and bodies. She heads up the 

Consumer Department in HISPACOOP and manages projects and 

programmes financed by the public sector. She has developed annual 

projects to reduce food waste and educate consumers about 

responsible food consumption from 2012 to 2014. 



Lea Rankinen, Head of CSR at S-Group Finland 

Lea works as a Vice President of Corporate Responsibility at SOK. She is 

responsible of strategic guidance, development and target setting of CSR 

issues, CSR reporting and communication, co-operation and dialogue with 

main externa! stakeholders, especially with various non-governmental 

organizations, outlining and surveying sustainability risks and 

opportunities. She has a Master Degree of Environmental Engineering, 

Aalto- yliopisto. 

Knut Lutn<Es, Environmental Manager at Coop Norway 

Environmental Manager at the cooperative retailer Coop Norway since 

2000. He is responsible for Coop Norway's CSR activities, including 

sustainability issues such as energy savings and - efficiency, waste 

management, ecolabelling and organic products. Knut Lutn<Es is Chair 

of the board at Ethical Trading lnitiative Norway, and represents Coop 

Norway at Euro Coop's Sustainability Working Group. 

Francesco Russo, Responsible for Social Policies at ANCC/Coop 

Since 1990, Francesco Russo has worked in ANCC-COOP's Social 

Policies Division, where he coordinates environmental policy and 

international co-operation activities, coordinates the 'Managing 

surpluses' Working Group and served on the Board of Directors of 

Transfair Italia. Sorne of the achievements of the Social Policies 

Sector during his tenure include the Coop ltaly campaign 'Stop 

pesticide abuse', severa! EU-funded campaigns on sustainable 

consumption and production, the 'For a European consumer portal' project in ltaly, Spain and 

Portugal, the 'Water of my house' project promoting the benefits of tap water, the first insertion 

of fa ir trade products in Coop and severa! international solidarity projects. 

Anne-Laure Gassin, policy officer, Directorate-General for Health and 

Food Safety, European Commission. 

Anne-Laure Gassin joined the European Commission in 2013 where she is 

supporting the development of policy on food sustainability and 

prevention of food waste. Anne-Laure was previously Director of 

Communications at the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) since 

2003 and prior to that spent over 15 years at Kellogg Company. She 

graduated from Harvard University (biology) and holds a Masters from 



the Ecole Supérieure de Commerce, París. 

Dr. Roxanne van Giesen, CentERdata 

Researcher in Consumer Behavior within the Quantitative Analysis 

department of CentERdata. Roxanne conducts contract research in the 

field of consumer behavior. Roxanne studied social psychology at Tilburg 

University and graduated in 2010 with a (research) master degree in social 

and behavioural sciences. During her master she specialized in social and 

economic psychology. After her study she started her PhD research at 

Wageningen University. Her PhD research focused on consumer attitude 

formation, applying this to t he case nanotechnology. During her PhD she further specialized in 

consumer behavior and judgment and decision making. 

Prof. Dr. Jorna Leenheer, CentERdata 

Behavioural economist who combines working at CentERdata with a 

Professorship at Avans University of Applied Sciences. She completed 

her Master in Science in Economics (1999), after which she obtained a 

Ph.D. in Marketing Research (2004), both at Tilburg University. After 

having built up a large body of experience in working for Dutch 

Ministries and governmental institutes, she started working for the EC 

together with her Consumer Research team at CentERdata since 2012. 

Jorna's work focuses on consumer behaviour and empírica! and 

experimental research using the most up to date economic and behavioural literature and 

research tools available. 

Toine Timmermans, Coordinator of the EU FP7 project 

FUSIONS 

Program manager Sustainable Food Chains at WageningenUR 

Food & Biobased Research. Coordinator of the EU FP7 project 

FUSIONS (2012 - 2016). Food Use for Social lnnovation by 

Optimising waste prevention Strategies will contribute to 

achieving a Resource Efficient Europe by significantly reducing 

food waste and losses. He is the Coordinator of EU H2020 project REFRESH (2015 - 2019). The 

overall aim of the project Resource Efficient Food and dRink for the Entire Supply cHain project is 

to contribute significantly towards the objective of reducing food waste across the EU and 

maximizing the value from unavoidable food waste and packaging materials (www.eu

refresh.org). 


